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the other. The criminals can only be looked upon in this case as indis-
pensable instruments. It was necessary that "everything be accom-
plished" Otherwise, let us try to imagine a Christ well received by
men, immediately converted to his word, a Christ who could not suc-
ceed in getting himself crucified, and, at once, his mission as a re-
deemer would fail. This links up with former reflections: is the cross
inseparable from Christ's teaching? Does it cut short, or perfect, his
mission? If it is toward the cross that the Savior is progressing from his
very birth, we must cease to call a "crime" the act of those who per-
mitted the redemption.

Braffy, IS September

Listened to Hitler's Nuremberg speech on the radio. The call to
arms permits a facile eloquence, and it is easier to lead men to combat
and to stir up their passions than to temper them and urge them to
the patient labors of peace. The flattery springs from this: that the
affirmation of strength contains a permission of stupidity.

If I have written nothing further in this notebook for several days,
it is partly because I have got back to work. Schiffrin came, and during
the fortnight he spent with us, I went over with him the proofs of my
Journal With MarcelS21 spent from two to four hours each day going
over in detail rny translation of Antony and Cleopatra. The consid-
erable improvements we made in it have made me feel my first version
to be very defective; but I believe it almost excellent now. At a dis-
tance of ten years it would perhaps appear to me full of imperfections;
not of errors; that does not seem to me possible, for we not only ex-
amined at great length all the doubtful passages in the text but also
read patiently and meditated over the numerous explanatory annota-
tions of the commentators in the excellent edition by R. H. Case that
gathers them together. Nothing was better designed than this work to
renew my enjoyment in living. Marcel likewise, who obviously took
very great pleasure in it. Our understanding was complete, as in the
early years. The proof pages became covered with changes, and nu-
merous passages had so much written between the lines as to become
almost incomprehensible for the printer. Schifirin would then tran-
scribe them with tireless care and patience. The work was finished the
eve of my departure for Brafly.

16 September

I had gone with Jean Schlumberger to Lisieux and was waiting for
him in his little car, which was to take us back to Brafly and was
parked on the square, where the shadow was akeady beginning to
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